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EXTENSION WORK
Among the many advances in education during the last quarter of the nineteenth century the rapid and substantial growth
of extension teaching has been very significant of the larger ideals
and more adequate machinery for accomplishing social development. .
The beginnings in England in extension class work have been followed by the use of this form of teaching in America and even more
remarkable has been the
made in instruction by correspondence. Many of the universities have organized e?Ctension departments and several of these make use of correspondence study, the
credits for which are accepted by more conservative institutions.
The special correspondence schools have in some cases undertaken to do more than they are able to carry out, yet their work
has been sufficiently important to call for investigation by members
of the Mosely Commission from England, and the reports made
recognize the value and possibilities of this method.
.

LIFE CERTIFICATE EXTENSION COURSE

I

In 1905 the State Board authorized the granting of an extension
life certificate to mature students who (1) are high school graduates, (2) have taught six years, and (3) under the direction of the
Western State Normal School faculty have completed work as follows: (a) three summer terms in residence, (b) two years of nonresident work. This non-resident work is either (1) class work at
some center within range of the school, so that an instructor can
meet the students once a week, usually on Saturdays, or (2) carefully organized courses taken by correspondence.
The Western State Normal School, from its foundation, has permitted properly qualified students to avail themselves of this opportunity. In 1907 twelve students and in 1908 fourteen received certificates upon the completion of this course.
The object of this arrangement has been to meet the needs of
those who are otherwise deprived of opportunities for growth and
advancement. The danger that in some cases has been anticipated
that students by taking this course would be led aside from undertaking resident study has not proved real. In fact, one of the im-portant results has been the number of students who, after undertaking the extension course, have come to see that it was more
possible than they· had thought to enter upon and complete the life
certificate course in residence.
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A higher grade of work is necessary to satisfy the requirements
than the average of class residence accomplishment. It is the student whose experience has trained him to effective methods of organization who can profit most by studying under the direction of
an absent instructor.
Clau Work

During 'the years that this course has been in operation classes
been conducted in Grand Rapids, Niles, Allegan, and Kalamazoo, and correspondence students have been enrolled from the
schools of over thirty towns and cities in western Michigan.
Correapondence Study

Definite outlines have been prepared to serve as a basis for each
subject studied, but these permit of much adjustment to the needs
of the individual student. The more thoroughly he is able to assist
in organizing a study so that it will help him to meet the problems
encountered in his work, the more successful it will be considered.
Thus a superintendent, principal, or teacher at work upon a course
of study, a report, etc., can secure advice and direction in coming
into working use of the literature of the problem, knowledge of the
efforts of other schools in the same direction, etc.
Whenever possible, the subjects taken will be made much more
effective by means of critical studies in the observation of schoolroom work.
Time

Correspondence students can begin work at any time. While it
is expected that a course of twelve weeks' credit will be completed
within a single term, a longer period can be ar ranged for if necessary.
Special Student.

The opportunity for extension study is intended primarily for
students who enter upon the regular extension course, but in so
far as the instructors have time students will be enrolled for special
courses. Thus "Secondary Education," announced below, will be
of especial value to high school teachers who find that they need
direction in becoming acquainted with the special problems and
material of this division of the school.
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Books

Students situated so that they do not have access to good reference libraries will be able to secure some material from the Normal
School Library and also from the State Library at Lansing.
Expenses

Summer Term . . . .. . .... . . ...... . . . .... ... .. ...... . .......... $3.00
Correspondence Work, each Course of twelve weel<s .......... 3.00
Graduation Fee . .... . .. . ........ . ............... .. ... . . ... ... 3.00
Tuition expense for entire course, including three summer
terms. two years of non-residence study, and graduation fee, $30.
When class work is given at a center, the expense is $5 for each
meeting of the group, with the addition of the instructor's expenses.
All fees, without exception, are to be paid to the Secretary of the
School. Address all inquiries to
EXTENSION DEPARTMENT,
STATE

SCHOOL,
' Kalamazoo, Mich.
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SUBJECTS
EDUCATION

MR.

MANNY

M iss DENSM ORE

Miss TowNsEND

In the case of all subjects offered for study the student is urgeJ
to supplement his use of text-books, periodicals, reports, and othc:r
printed material by carefully considered observation of actual classroom operations and of the physical and mental conditions of individual children. Center all work in problems.
201. Introduction to Education

While the greater time of this course will be given to gaining
facility in dealing with the problems of elementary psychology and
the use of the necessary vocabulary and materials, it is intended to
serve to lay the foundations for the student's later work in education and especially to assist him to a better understanding and control of his own methods of study. Thorndike's and Angell's texts
will form the basis, and other material will be used to show the lines
of movement on which historical, administrative, and other special
courses will be differentiated from the general study.
Credit .. . . . .... . . . . . ..... ... . . . . .. . ... .. .. . ...... . .. . .. .. 18 weeks
202.

Hiatory of Education

203.

School Oraanization and Adminiatration

The development of the school in its relation to other social
institutions. Especial attention will be given to the present-day
forms of older educational practices. Monroe's Brief Course will
form the basis of the work. Each student will make a more extended study of (1) the works of some educational writer, (2) a
historical period, or (3 ) the history of some school subject.
Credit . . .. .... . .. . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . ..... . . . ... . .. 18 weeks
This course is intended not only for those who are or expect to
be engaged in educational administration, but also for other teachers
who wish to understand better the conditions in which they are working. The tendency toward greater sharing of responsibility on the
part of all concerned in the school is often hindered by a lack of this
understanding. A study will be made of some of the book and
periodical literature of the subject in an effort to determine a few
of the influences which are manifesting themselves in the organization ·of school laws, boards, supervision, curricula and methods, pupils' and teachers' organizations, etc. Credit ... ... . . 12 or 18 weeks

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT
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204. Secondary Education
This course is intended for teachers in high and grammar schools
who wish assistance in their professional studies and who desire to
become better acquainted with the problems and literature of secondary education. The work will be made as individual as possible.
The material for study will be taken from that furnished by De
Ganno, Brown, Russell, The School Review, The Educatio11al Review, National and State Associations and Committees, representative school reports, etc.
A part of the time will be given to the r<!porting of first-hand
observation of classes and individuals with especial reference to
the social and ·psychological problems involved.
Credit. . , ......... . .... . .. ... ...... .. . .. . . .. .... ... 12 or 18 weeks
205. School

An introduction to material that has been produced in comparatively recent years through the study of personal and institutional
problems of hygiene, especially in relation to the school. Among
the topics taken up will be the periods of development; school diseases ; measurements and tests; time table; home study; examinations; fatigue ; posture; medical inspection ; school grounds, buildings and decoration, etc. Reports will be required of actual conditions found and of possible methods of improvement.
Credit .. .... .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . ... ...... .... ... .. .... 12 weeks
206. The Curriculum aa a Social Crowth
Beginning with the study of some of tire most carefully made
modern elementary school curricula, attention will be directed to
secondary school questions sufficiently to furnish a basis for a better
acquaintance with the problems of democratic and aristocratic education, the meaning of the various studies and their origins and
counterparts in certain periods of the past. Constant reference will
be made to the courses of study. used in the training-school and other
schools in the State.
Credit ..... . ... .. . . ..... . ... . ...................... 12 or 18 weeks
207. The Paycholocy of Occupation•
A study of the social needs which have taken form in the various
occupations and the relation of these to the thinking and doing
of the individual. The subj ects of the course of study will be diS>-
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cussed as the means of adjustment between society's requirements
and the interests and capacities of the individual.
Credit . ... . .. ............... .. ... .... ........... ....... .. 12 weeks
208. The Study of Children

The observation by students of children in school and elsewhere
supplemented by the reading of some of the more significant studies
that have been made and acquaintance with the more important
conclusions and problems tHa t have been formulated.
Credit . . . . .. . ..... . ... . .... ...... .... .................... 12 weeks
209. Journal Club
The systematic reading, under direction, of selected current educatiqnal periodicals, books, and reports during a school year. The
written work will be for the purpose of testing the student's ability
to select, evaluate, and use what he reads.
Credit .... ... ..... ..... .. ...... . . .. .... ............ 12 or 18 weeks
ENGLISH
MR. }ONES

Enl'liah Composition
The work will include a study of description, narration, exposition, and argum ent and their principles; a study of words, the sentence, and the paragraph, especial attention being paid to punctuation; written work covering all forms of discourse, including the
essay, brief arguments and the short story.
Credit. .. ... .... . ........ ... ... ..... . .. . . .... . ..... 12 or 18 weeks
202. American Literature
Literature of the Colonial and Revolutionary Periods (1607-1798)
Credit. . .. .... . ...... ... . ..... . . ......................... 12 weeks
203. Literature of the Middle States (1798-1857)
Credit .. ...... ...... ....... . .. . ..... . .. . . ....... . ... . .... 12 weeks
204. The Renaiuance in New England
(a) A brief review of the history of New England and its effect
on American thought and letters; (b) Orators of New England;
(c) The scholars .of New England; (d) Unitarianism and Transcendentalism; (e) The anti-slavery movement; (f) Later writers.
Under the Renaissance, a special course on the later writers of the
period, Whittier, Holmes, Lowell, Longfellow, and Hawthorne may
be elected by th e student.
Credit ...... . ...... . . . ...... ..... .. ... . . .... ..... .. 12 or 18 weeks
201.

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT
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205. Enaliah Literature
Hiatory of old and early Engliah Perioda
With a first-hand study of texts from Beowulf to Chaucer, inclusive.
Credit ....... . . .. .... ............ , ..... . .......... . .. . ... 12 weeks
206. Elizabethan Period

Exclusive of Shakespeare, especial attention being paid to the
dramatists. Credit ........................ . .... . ... ... ... 12 weeks
207. Nineteenth Century Poeb and Noveliata
Credit. .. .. .... . .............. . ..... . ....... . ..... .... ... 18 weeks
HISTORY
201.

MISS LONGWELL

Greek History from Homeric Age to Roman Conquest

A study of the chief characteristics of Greek civilization; the
development of free institutions; freedom of thought in literature,
philosophy, and art ; permanent influences of the Periclean Age;
the importance of the Alexandrian Age in the spread of Hellenic
culture. Credit ................. ....... ... .. ..... . .... . .. 12 weeks
202. Roman Hiatory from 753 B. C. to 800 A. D.

The student is expected to become familiar with the sources and
to make a critical study of their value. Some of the more important matters to be considered are: economic conditions in relation
to political disturbances; the period of expansion and methods of
government; special emphasis will be laid upon the life and times·
of Cresar; social and intellectual life in the age of Augustus; the
causes for the fall of Rome; and a brief survey of the transition
period. Credit. .................................. . ....... 12 weeks
203. Engliah Hiatory from 449 A. D. to 1485

The course will be studied under the following heads: local
institutions of the Saxons; introduction of Christianity ; invasion
and conquest of the Danes; centralization of government under the
Normans; social and economic changes in the 11th and 12th centuries·; the growth of nationality under the Plantagenets; breaking
up of the medieval traditions; and preparation for the modern era.
Credit ............ . ........ . . .. .. ......... ...... . ........ 12 weeks
204. Engliah History from Henry VII to the Preaent Time
A study of the Renaissance; the Reformation; growth of the

10

WESTERN STATE N ORMAL SCHOOL

power of Parliament; expansion; the Industrial Revolution of the
18th century, resulting in the development of democracy in the
19th century. Credit. ........................ . .. .. . . ..... 12 weeks
205.

American History, Colonial Period from 1492 to 1760

206.

Formation of the American Nation from 1760 to 1830

,
The scope of the course is as follows: causes and value of the
early discoveries and explorations ; purpose and extent of coloniza ·
tion in the 17th century; development of local institutions; relation
of social and economic conditions to political organization ; the
influence of the New World upon the Old. RecommenJed to elementary school teachers.
Credit ......... . .................................. .. ..... 12 weeks

The Revolutionary Period. The Confederation ·and the Constitution. The evolution of American government and the triumph
of nationality. Credit .............. . .......... . ......... 12 weeks
207. Civil War and Rec:on•truc:tion

The purpose will be to trace the struggle to its culmination in the
Civil War. The course will include a brief survey of the campaigns and the policy of administration during the war; foreign
relations; the problems of peace; the manner of settlement.
Credit . . .............. ........ .. .. ... ... .. ... .... . .. . ... . 12 weeks
208. The United States Since 1877

The .following outline suggests the more important matters to be
investigated : the race problem; civil service reform; the currency; immigration; our colonial policy; foreign affairs.
Credit ....................... . .... .. ..................... 12 weeks
209. Contemporary Hi•tory of Europe •ince 1815

The following subjects will be studied: the character, method,
and work of the Vienna Congress; the revolutions of 1820, 1830,
1848 in France and their effect upon other states; the establishment
of the German Empire and Italian Unity; the Third Republic in
France; changes in diplomacy and international relations since 1871.
Credit .......... .... :-.. .. ..... ... ...................... .. 12 weeks
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RURAL PROGRESS

MR.

BURNHAM

201. Rural Pro&'re ..-lnduatrial

An attempt to assemble the significant facts in the "New Agriculture" with sufficient historical perspective to make possible an
intelligent appreciation of rural industrial progress.
Credit ............................................... . .. . 12 weeks
202.

Rural Progre ..-Social

The discussion of a list of specific questions about the present
social status of rural communities. Answers are sought through
the somewhat meager materials available in print and through local
intensive study of actual conditions. An interpretation of current
rural social needs is sought. Credit ...................... 12 weeks
203.

Rural Progreaa- Moral

The identification and evaluation of individual and institutional
factors in the production of rural moral betterment. A localized
and applicable answer is sought to the question, How may rural
moral progress be enriched? Credit. .............. . ... . . . 12 weeks
(If taken together, they come in the order here given.)
GEOGRAPHY
MR. Wooo
201. Principles of Geography

A study of the distribution of life forms in relation to climate and
the relief of the land. Credit ....... .. ......... .......... 12 weeks
202. Regional Geography

A study of the leading nations of Europe and America in a comparative way, emphasis being placed upon the commercial and industrial life. Credit. ..................................... 12 weeks

